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Five Common Ways Dairymen Lose Money Cooling Cows

1. Too much water applied to cows.  When cow cooling system starts, usually around 75 deg F, most dairies apply a fixed amount of water, about 2 minutes.  During this phase too much water is applied and water is wasted.
2. Not enough water applied to cows. As temperatures increase to the daily high, maybe 85 to 95, not enough water is being applied to the cows to maximize their comfort.  Heat stress increases and milk production, conception rates, calf birth weights and herd health are reduced.
3. Cooling system is broken or mismanaged.  Often the controls have failed or have been disabled for some reason.  The cooling system is left on continuously or worse, turned off.  These conditions cost dairymen thousands or tens of thousands of dollars every year.  Often the workers do not recognize or report problems and the cooling system is not managed.
4. Cooling system is left on when cows are taken to the milk parlor.  Every day, 2 or 3 times, the cows are removed for milking while the cooling system runs.  Water, power and waste system costs are increased without need.
5. Cooling system not adjusted for your particular climate conditions and utilities costs.  Using just enough water to cool the cows with no waste is important for dairies with high water cost or waste system costs.  Power costs also vary and can impact the cooing strategy.  The most important consideration is the temperature and humidity effects of heat stress on your cows.  Cooling strategies for dairies in Florida will differ from California or Kansas.
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